Dear Durham City Council:

As local business owners, we are always looking at ways to expand our businesses;
additionally, we want to improve the quality of life in our community. We know that
investing in solar energy is a way to do both.

Solar development in Durham means bringing a large number of new jobs to the area,
from the development of cutting edge technology to the installation of solar panels on
rooftops across the city. As business owners, we see the opportunity this presents. After
all, more jobs means a broader customer base for us.

Additionally, increasing our reliance on solar means less pollution into our air and water.
Our current reliance on fossil fuels leads to health problems that result in lost days of
work and higher overall healthcare costs.

Solar power is currently taking off in North Carolina. In 2014, North Carolina added the
second largest amount of solar energy capacity in the country. North Carolina has nearly
double the solar potential of Germany, the world leader in solar energy. In fact,
Environment North Carolina’s recent report Star Power found that solar power can easily
supply 20% of North Carolina’s electricity by 2030. Durham has huge potential to set
itself apart as a national leader in solar energy and serve as an example to other North
Carolina cities.

We support Durham setting a bold goal to meet 15% of its energy needs with solar
power by 2030. Enacting pro-solar policies that encourage this goal will create new jobs
in the city, help sustain economic growth, and clean up the air we breathe—all of which
will help Durham and our businesses grow.

We ask you to support bold policy action to spur the growth of solar energy in Durham.

Sincerely,

Michael Bourquin Rimantas Vilgalys

Owner and Operator, 106 Main Owner, Brother Vilgalys Spirits
106 E Main Street 803 Ramseur St, Unit D
Durham, NC 27701 Durham, NC 27701

Stephanie Boettcher Heath Knight

Owner, Arrow Studio NC Manager, ClearVue Glass

105 W Main Street 502 Rigsbee Ave, Suite 101

Durham NC 27701 Durham, NC 27701



Jennifer Conner
Owner, Dolly’s Vintage
213B W Main Street
Durham, NC 27701

Phillip Fletcher

Owner, Durham Bookcases & Other
Cool Wood Stuff

301 S Duke Street

Durham NC, 27701

Sage Rountree

Owner, Durham Yoga Company
502 Rigsbee Ave, Unit 203
Durham, NC 27701

Lola Olufolabi
Owner, Exotique
319 W Main Street
Durham NC 27701

Vip Patel

Owner, Gurley’s Pharmacy
114 West Main Street
Durham, NC 27701

Sarah Hill

Owner, Hamilton Hill Jewelry
905 West Main Street
Durham, NC 27701

Sean Sullivan

Owner, Luna Rotisserie
112 W Main Street
Durham, NC 27701

Buster Wall

Owner, Public Hardware
505 N Mangum Street
Durham, NC 27701

Amjad Abdeljawad

Owner and Manager, Taiba Market
1008 W Chapel Hill Street
Durham, NC 27707

Kelli Cotter
Owner, Toast

345 W Main Street
Durham NC 27701

Ryan Hurley

Co-Owner, Vert & Vogue
353 West Main Street
Durham, NC 27701



